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GOUGH

he Historical Resenrch Uenter ™

The surname Gough is of Yelsh derivation and is of nickname arigin, heing ome
of those surnames hased on a physical or personal charackeriskic of the
original hearer. In this instance, the surmame is deriped from the Welsh
"goch” meaning Iiterally "red complexioned” or "red haired" and referring to
the appearance of the original bearer. Nicknames indeed, are the nldesk of
surnames and before the advent of bthe hereditary sustem of surnames, it was nok
umispal o name a person according bo some atbcibuke that the original hearer
possessen as 1t provided a simple means of ifentification and distinguished the
bearer from others in the commuonity. Googh is one of the very feo nicknames
thab can ke found in Uelsh directaries.

Early references to this surname date back as far as the thirteenth century and
sume of these parly instances include Griffin Gogh wha is mentioned in the
"jesige Ralls™ far Chechire in 1287 and also Robery Gugh who is recarded in bhe
"S$ubcidy Rolls" for Somersed for the gear 1327. Some nobtable bearers of the
surpame have inclofen Viscount Hugh Sough (1779-1869), whe seryed in Ingdia and
fefeated the Mahrattas at Maharajpoor in 1843; Johm Gough (b.1817-), an
Ameriran remperance advocate and Richard Gough (1735-1809), the anbiguary and
topographer who published "Sepulchral Monumenks of Great Britain" in 1786. One
John Gough, a servant bound to Chomas Ponning, sailed feom Bristol to New
England, America in 1661 and is evidence of the early existence of the surname
in America. Yariants of bhe surname inclode Soff and Goffe.

BCAZON OF ARMS -+ Sules on a fesse argend hetween rhree boars' heads
congedt or, a lion passant azure.

TRANSLATION : The boar represents Bravery
and Perseverance.

CREST : A boat's head couped argent
gepouring a broken spear.

moTTy : Domal omnia vivdns.

TRANSLATION : Yirtue gyercomes all things.




