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The Historical Research Center ™
S Family Name Mistory

GOLEH
There are a number of explanations as to the origin of the Irish surname tough.
First of all, it is an anglicized form of the Gaelic O'Cuachain. The latter
were a branch of the Hy Fiachrach and they held their lands in rhe west of
Ireland, in County Mayo. GThere is anobher Gaelic surname, Mag Esthach, which
has heen anglicized Gough. Che Wag Eothachs were a branch of the more numerous
flacGeaugh sepk, whaose landls were sitmated in more northern areas, in Counkles
Armagh, Monaghan and Lonkh. Finally, the vask majority of Irish Goughs are of
flelsh nickname origin. Che Welsh Gough was originally "€och' which is the
fielsh Term €or 'ren’ and it would have been applied to one who had red hair or
one who had a roddy complexion. A number of families of this name came from
Wales in the thirteenth century and sethled in eastern counbies like Dublin and
Waterford where they soon established themselves as important mecchants ang
afministrators. Early instances of this surname in Ireland include one Henry
Goghe who ohbained lands around Dungarvan in Paterford in the year 1329. In
1607 $ir James Gough bought Kilmainham €astle estate in the same counbky. CThe
Goughs also produced twn mayars of Jaterfard, Nichalas in 1435 ang %ir Edward
in 1660 and the family also produced a number of members of parliament.
Finally, mention must be made of a family of Soughs who lefh iHileshire far
Irgland in *he seventeenth century. €his family became famous in the
ninetepnth century for their military exyloits and were honoured with a number
of knighthoods, a peerage and two Dictoria Crosses.

BLAZON OF ARNIS : Azure on a Fesse argent hetween three hoars' heads coupen
or, a Iion passant gules.

TRANSCATION - Azure (hIne) denotes Loualty. Che fesse represenks the €12
military Belt, the boars
$trength, the 1iun Courage.

CREST + A hpar's head couped ab

the neck ar, tusked argemd. 4 .
noTTH : Grady Aipersa via uma ool g e
TRANSLATION : The same way, hy ok

aifferent steps.
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